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ANNUAL REPORTS 
OF THE 
MUNICIPAL OFFICERS 
AND 
Superintending School Committee 
OF THE 
TOWN OF FARMINGTON, 
FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 18, 1888. 
FARMINGTON: 
PRESS OF KNOWLTON, MCLEARY & Co. 
1888. 

TOWN WARRANT. 
To E., J. Dyar, Constable of the Town of Farmington, in the County of 
Franklin, 
GREETING : 
In the name of the State of Maine you are hereby required to notify and 
warn the Inhabitants of the said Town of Farmington, qualified by law to 
vote on town affairs, to meet at Music Hall, in said town, on the 5th day of 
March next, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon, to act on the following articles, 
to wit:— 
ARTICLE I . TO choose a Moderator to preside at said meeting. 
ART. 2. To choose all necessary town officers for the ensuing year. 
ART. 3. To see if the town will vote to elect a Supervisor of Schools. 
ART. 4. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the Sup-
port of Schools the ensuing year. 
ART. 5. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the Support 
of the Poor the ensuing year. 
ART. 6. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise to defray 
Town Charges the ensuing year. 
ART. 7. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise to pay Out-
standing Indebtedness. 
ART. 8. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise to pay Interest 
on Outstanding Indebtedness. 
ART. 9. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the Repair 
of Roads and Bridges, and how the same shall be expended. 
ART. 10. To see what sum of money the town will vote to raise for the 
Repair of Large Bridges. 
ART. 11. To see if the town will raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Dol-
lars for the observance of Memorial Day. 
ART. 12. To see how the Taxes shall be collected, and when made payable. 
(4) 
ART. 13. To see if the town will vote to instruct the several School Districts 
to elect their School Agents the ensuing year. 
ART. 14. To see what instruction the town will give the Assessors relative 
to taking the Inventory of said town. 
ART. 15. To see if the town will vote to elect an Auditor for the ensuing 
year. 
ART. 16. To see if the town will vote to tax Dogs for the ensuing year. 
ART. 17. To see if the town will vote to establish a Liquor Agency. 
ART. 18. To see if the town will vote to accept the private way as laid out 
by the Selectmen, from the J. D. Josselyn road, so called, west and 
adjoining the railroad to A. F. Hardy's land. 
ART. 19. To see if the town will vote to accept the private way as laid out by 
the Selectmen, from the Cowan Hill road on the southerly side of H. 
S. Davis' farm to William H. Lockhart's farm. 
ART, 20. To see if the town will vote to set off Hiram Titcomb with his 
estates, from School District No. 19 to School District No. 18. 
ART. 21. To see if the town will vote to raise Three Hundred Dollars for 
abatement on taxes for the ensuing year. 
ART. 22. To see if the town will vote to raise Three Hundred Dollars for 
collection of taxes the ensuing year. 
ART. 23. To see if the town will vote to establish a Town Insurance Agency. 
ART. 24. To see if the town will vote to set off E. M. Prince, James L. Ham 
A. B. Whitney and A. H. Bradford, with their estates, from District 
No. 22 to District No. 9 in said town. 
ART. 25. To see if the town will vote to establish a Free High School. 
The Selectmen give notice that they shall be in session for the purpose 
of correcting the list of voters in said town, and hearing and deciding upon 
the application of persons claiming to have their names entered upon said list, 
at the Selectmen's Office, at 2 o'clock, p. M., Saturday, March 3, 1888, and at 
8 o'clock in the forenoon on the day of said meeting. 
Given under our hands this 15th day of February, A. D.i 1888. 
SAM'L G. CRAIG, \ Selectmen of the 
F. C. PERKINS, \ Town of 
HIRAM TITCOMB,) Farmington. 
SELECTMEN'S ANNUAL REPORT. 
To the Citizens of the Town of Farmington: 
Your Selectmen would respectfully submit the following report in 
relation to the financial condition of the Town, together with the amount 
of receipts and expenditures from February 15th, 1887, to February 
18th, 1888. 
ASSESSMENTS. 
After taking inventory of the real and personal estate, we found the 
valuation of the town to be Fourteen Hundred Fifty-nine Thousand and 
Nine Hundred and Fifty-four- Dollars ($1,459,954.00), viz.: Total 
amount of Real Estate, $1,064,504.00; Total amount of Personal Prop-
erty, $395,450.00; and the number of Polls to be 888, and the number 
of Dogs, 146. 
Upon the Polls and Estates we have assessed the following named 
sums, to wit: 
For State Tax, $4,412 29 
County Tax, 2,890 20 
Support of Schools, 3)Qoo 00 
Support of the Poor, 2,500 00 
Defraying Town Charges, . 2,500 00 
Interest on Outstanding Indebtedness, 800 00 
Repairing Large Bridges, 500 00 
Roads and Bridges, 6,000 00 
Observance of Memorial Day, 50 00 
Overwork on Roads last year, 800 00 
Overlayings, 1,110 82 
Tax on Dogs, 146 00 $24,709 31 
(6) 
On the 25th day of June, A. D. 1887, we committed lists of said as-
sessments unto E. J. Dyar, Collector of said town. 
We subsequently committed a supplemental assessment to said Col-
lector, amounting to the sum of One Hundred Fifty-five Dollars and 
Twenty-five Cents (#155-25), making the total committed to the Col-
lector, $24,864.56. 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. I . 
Union with District No. g, Chesterville. 
Valuation of Real Estate, #72>775 00 
Personal Property, 25,000 00 
Number of Polls, Sixty. 
On the polls and estates we have assessed the following sums, to wit: 
For payment of Interest-bearing Debt, $ 148 68 
Overlays, 7 08 
Total, $ 155 76 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 4. 
Valuation of Real Estate, #455,155 00 
Personal Property, 240,250 00 
Number of Polls, Three Hundred and Eighteen. 
On the polls and estates we have assessed the following sums, to wit: 
For Free High School, $ 250 00 
To purchase land, 200 00 
Grade and fence school grounds, 150 00 
Paint school buildings, 200 00 
Overlays, 24 16 
Total, $ 824 16 
On the n t h day of July, A. D. 1887, we committed the foregoing 
lists of said assessments unto E. J. Dyar, Collector of said town. 
(7) 
SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
Amount of money raised by the town, 
School Fund and Mill Tax? 
Interest on Town School Fund, 
Total, 
$3,000 oo 
I ,66I 88 
85 00 
$4,746 88 
After deducting the sum of $557.98 from this amount to be given to 
smaller districts, as authorized by law, the remainder was apportioned 
to the several districts according to the number of scholars returned by 
the agents, being at the rate of $4.30 to each scholar. 
The division of school money is made April 1st. 
No. 
I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
25 
26 
28 
30 
31 
DISTRICT. 
Falls (Union), 
Gower, 
Norton Flat, 
Village, 
Fairbanks, 
Sprague, 
Currier, 
West Farmington, 
Sewall, 
Greenwood, 
Knowlton's Corner, 
Briggs, 
Russell's Mills, 
Porter's Hill, 
Bailey Hill, 
Titcomb, 
Mosher, 
Holley, 
J. B. Holley, 
Walton's, 
North Chesterville, 
Furbush (Union), 
D. H. Smith, 
Allen's Mills (Union), 
Hillman, 
Mcintosh, 971 $1642 39 $4741 88 $5289 36 $1094 91 
Balance due school districts, Feb. 18, 1888, $1,642 39 
Amount of school money apportioned, April 1, 1887, 4,741 88 
Orders drawn since Feb. 15, 1887, 
Balance due school districts, Feb. 18, 1888, 
$5,2 89 36 
1,094 9 1 
$6,384 27 
$6,384 27 
si i 1 1 ! * 
43 S °5 9° » i»4 90 $ 239 95 $ 10 91 
11 52 21 100 00 121 09 31 12 
90 23I 25 387 OO 444 82 173 43 
359 331 97 '543 7° 1601 92 273 75 
55 J95 9i 236 50 413 24 19 17 
21 9 04 120 30 99 04 30 30 
16 95 63 108 80 124 00 80 43 
92 54 43 395 6° 278 56 I71 47 
24 114 80 143 20 150 28 107 72 
17 1 83 113 10 113 10 1 83 
20 97 70 116 00 205 71 7 99 
26 90 48 136 80 201 57 25 71 
26 13 63 151 80 148 03 17 40 
6 35 80 12 00 23 80 
I3 {<*% :059c I 0 7 2 5 { < * £ 
18 89 112 40 105 55 7 74 
17 9 39 113 10 119 00 3 49 
19 72 94 in 70 175 69 8 95 
13 3 65 95 90 95 15 4 40 
39 80 45 167 70 221 89 26 26 
19 10 40 81 70 89 80 2 30 
12 58 11 58 38 58 11 58 38 
2 9 38 18 60 27 98 
7 16 61 35 10 50 50 1 21 
3 26 38 37 90 55 5° 8 7« 
5 30 00 29 63 37 
( 8 ) 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. 
Surveyors' Orders to May i, 1887, $1,434 15 
" " for work under Surveyors sinfce May 1, 1887, 5,052 09 
$6,486 24 
Appropriation, 
Extra Appropriation for Overwork, 
$6,000 
800 
00 
00 
Total, $6,800 00 
In hands of Surveyors, $i,777 °9 
LARGE BRIDGES. 
Expended on Centre Bridge, 
Falls Bridge, 
Walton's Mills Bridge, 
Fairbanks Bridge, 
Russell's Mills Bridge, 
Twin Bridges, 
$ 655 29 
189 28 
631 00 
58 08 
41 85 
35 27 
Total, $1,610 77 
Appropriation, $ 5°° 00 
ABATEMENTS. 
For the year 1886, 
" 1887, 
Total, 
$ 406 74 
133 f> 
$540 64 
No Appropriation. 
SUPPORT OF POOR. 
Maine Insane Hospital, $273 77 
Supplies furnished Frank Gross and charged to Jay, 13 00 
Supplies furnished L. Harmon and N. A. Adams, and charged 
to Strong, 9 25 
Supplies furnished J. Y. Clay and Mrs. Benj. Newell, and 
charged to New Sharon, 7 00 
Supplies furnished Porter Dodge and charged to New Vine-
yard, " 4 00 
Supplies furnished Louisa A. Jackson and daughter, and 
charged to Linneus, H& I2 
R. Hanly Smith for balance on contract to April 1st, 1887, 898 75 
R. Hanly Smith for part payment on contract to April 1, 
1888, 1,034 33 
$2,114 45 
( 9 ) 
Your Overseers contracted with R. Hanly Smith for the support of 
aU paupers of said town, except those insane, who now need assistance, 
and all persons who may hereafter become chargable, subject to cer-
tain conditions, for one year from April i, 1887, for the sum of $1,875. 
Amount paid out for poor, $2,114.45, l e s s fa^-SI > due 
from other towns, $l>933 °8 
Amount paid Insane Hospital, 273 77 
$2,206 85 
Appropriation by town, $2,500 00 
TOWN CHARGES. 
D. H. Rnowlton, for stationery, $11 89 
E. B. Norton, services as S. S. Committee for the year ending 
March 7, 1887, 
F. C. Perkins, time and expenses to and from Augusta, 
J. E. Stewart, for removal of debris of Belcher barn, 
Mrs. E. T. Sewall, services as S. S. Committee for the year 
ending March 7, 1887, 
E. J. Dyar, services as Selectman, year ending March 7, 1887, 
S. G.Craig, " 
P. P. Tufts, sundries as per bill, 
Knowlton, McLeary & Co., printing Report for 1887, 
Charles Hutchinson, damage on road, 
P. P. Tufts, services as Treasurer, year ending March 7, 1887, 
Henry Brawn, damage crossing farm to May 1, 1887, 
I. W. Merrill, services Town Clerk, year ending Mar. 7, 1887, 
A. J. Wheeler, freight on Road Machine, 
Walter Nichols, services as Surveyor to June n , 1887, 
Lpve M. Ames, services as S. S. Committee, 1887, 
A. D. Horn, damage to land on Pleasant Street, 
J. M. Jones, removing fence in highway, 
F. C. Perkins, services Selectman, year ending March 7, 1887, 
C. H. Barden, lighting Falls Bridge, ending July 1, 1887, 
J. C. Holman, attorney, services from March 12, 1881, to 
Sept., 1886 
C. W. Keyes, printing, 
White & Marwick, stationery, 
E. N. Stevens' Sons, barbed wire, etc., 
J. C. Church, moving safe, etc., 
A. F. Gammon, Board of Health, paid for help, 
Titcomb & McKeown, for chairs and repairs, 
A. J. Gerry, repairs on stove, 
C. W. Keyes & Co., for printing, 
53 00 
12 25 
1 00 
42 75 
100 00 
100 00 
33 83 
37 
60 
75 
00 
100 00 
10 00 
10 00 
!5 18 
3 00 
5° 00 
90 00 
10 00 
10; ;oo 
9 00 
7i 14 
4 
3° 
13 
6 
5° 
06 
69 
00 
3 00 
2 3° 
3 
16 
75 
25 
( I O ) 
Godfrey Gognoy, stove funnel, etc., jg ,.„ 
C. L. Hanscomb, crossing land, 1885-6, 3
 0Q 
Thomas Williams, furniture, 7
 00 
Daniel Hoyt, tax deeds, 131 <,jj 
" " collecting taxes, 1886, 44900 
E. O. Greenleaf, services, 6 71 
Daniel Hoyt, tax deed, J. R. Small, and charged to J. R. Small,
 2 92 
Dolbier & Waugh, rent of hall, ending Feb. 18, 1888, 30 00 
S. M. Gile, road machine, 250 00 
Billings & Rich, curb-stone, 83 83 
A. J. Wheeler, making road, as per contract, 50 00 
J. P. Holley, " " " 50 00 
Wm. Coburn, " " " 12 00 
Billings & Rich, curb-stone, 158 74 
J. H. Hummer, " " 60 00 
Billings & Rich, " 51 12 
Watering tubs, 33 00 
#2,403 J4 
Appropriation, $2,500.00 
TOWN BONDS OUTSTANDING. 
Due April 1, 1889, at 4 per cent., I 4,100 00 
Due April 1, 1892, at 3 per cent, 9,000 00 
$13,100 00 
TOWN ORDERS BEARING INTEREST. 
Due June 4, 1888, at 4 per cent., $ 400 00 
April 1, 1888, at 3 per cent., 100 00 
July 1, 1888, at 4 per cent , 200 00 
February 1, 1889, at 3 per cent., 80 00 
November 26, 1890, at 4 per cent., 500 00 
" 19, 1891, at 4 per cent , 100 00 
19, 1891, at 4 per cent , 100 0° 
$1,480 00 
TAX. 
For 1886, Daniel Hoyt, Collector, balance now due the town, $ 39 20 
For 1887, E. J. Dyar, Collector, now due, 8,062 07 
COMMITMENT. Paid State Treasurer, $4,4" 29 
State Tax, $4,412 29 County " 80000 
County Tax, 3,890 20 Town " 9,5°° 00 
Town Tax, 17,56207 Bal. due Co. " 2,09020 
" Town " _8!o62j>7_ 
#24,864 56 $24,864(# 
( » ) 
INTEREST. 
Interest paid on Town Orders for the year ending 
Feb. i8, 1888, $ 95 77 
Interest received for the year ending Feb. 18, 1888, 27 26 
Balance, $ 68 51 
Interest paid on Town Bonds for year ending Feb. 18, 1888, 552 50 
Total, $ 621 01 
Appropriation, $ 800 00 
LIQUOR ACCOUNT. 
Receivedof Liquor Ag't from Feb. 15,1887, to Feb. 18,1888, $ 318 03 
Amount of liquor on hand (estimated), 175 00 
LIABILITIES. 
Balance due School Districts, #1,095 27 
Balance subject to order of highway surveyors to May 1, 
1888, 
Balance on contract for support of poor, 
Interest due on bonds and orders, April 1, 1888, 
Town Officers' bills, current year, estimated, 
S. S. Committee, bills for current year, estimated, 
E. J. Dyar, Collector, bills for current year (estimated), 
Town orders not on interest, 
School " " " 
Town orders bearing interest, 
Funded debt (town bonds), on interest, 
$19,968 07 
RESOURCES. 
Tax due from Daniel Hoyt, Collector for 1886, 
" E . J . Dyar, " 1887, 
Interest on town school fund, 
Due on tax deeds, 
Due from other towns, 
Due from H. W. Lowell, bridge timber, 
Real estate valued at 
Amount of liquor on hand (estimated), 
Cash in hand (Feb. 18, 1888) of Treasurer, 
1,777 09 
840 67 
217 00 
500 00 
150 00 
500 OO 
257 
50 
1,480 
19 
85 
00 
13,100 00 
I 39 
8,062 
88 
20 
07 
00 
542 
181 
18 
73 
37 
00 
200 00 
175 00 
36 89 
#9>343 2 6 
( 1 2 ) 
ESTIMATES FOR THE ENSUING YEAR. 
For Support of Schools, $3,000 00 
Support of Poor,
 2 ,500 00 
Defraying Town Charges, 2,500 00 
Collecting Taxes for ensuing year, 300
 00 
Abatements, 300
 00 
Memorial Day, c0 00 
Interest on Bonds and Orders, 600 00 
Repairing Roads and Bridges, 6,000 00 
Large Bridges, 1,000 00 
Paying Outstanding Indebtedness, 700 00 
$16,910 °° 
SAMUEL G. CRAIG,") Selectmen 
F. C. PERKINS, \ of the Town of 
HIRAM TITCOMB, ) Farmington. 
TREASURER'S REPORT. 
Town of Farmington in Account with P P. Tufts, Treasurer, 
j"et year commencing Feb. 15, 1887, ending Feb. 18, 1888. 
DR. 
To paid Town Orders, $18,293 00 
School Orders, 5,249 85 
State Pensions, 384 00 
Town Bonds, 13,050 00 
Coupons, 55 2 50 
Interest on temporary loan, 95 77 
Balance in hands of Treasurer, 36 89 $37,662 01 
C R . 
By Cash in Treasury, Feb. 15, 1887, $ 3,564 81 
Of R. H. Smith, Collector for 1881, in full, 1 41 
Daniel Hoyt, Collector for 1886, in part '» 4,320 00 
E. J. Dyar, Collector for 1887, in part, 9,500 00 
State for pensions paid, 384 00 
" " School Fund and Mill Tax for 1886, i,547 O I 
tt it ti a 1887, 1,661 88 
For temporary loan, and paid, 5,300 00 
" " in orders not due, 1,480 00 
Of Liquor Agent, in full, 3 l 8 03 
On Tax Deeds, 242 85 
Of Treasurer of School Fund, 88 22 
" Towns, for Support of Poor, 208 54 
" Bank, for Interest, 27 26 
For License, 12 00 
" Town Bonds, sold at 3 per cent, 9,000 00 
" Plank sold, 6 00 
$37,662 01 
P. P. TUFTS, Treasurer. 

ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
Superintending School Committee 
Citizens of Farmington: 
Our report of last year set forth at length the fact that the district 
system is an obstacle preventing attainment of the best results from 
school work, and our belief that adoption of the town system is an 
essential step toward the progress we have a right to look for, in return 
for the time and money expended by the town for schools. The com-
mittee is unanimous in holding the same opinion at this time. But our 
business is to deal with things as they are—not as we wish they might 
be—and we are glad to state that very much good work has been done 
during the past year. Judged by the highest standards known to us, 
most of the teachers employed have been first-class, while judged by 
the only standard which the district, system allows its school officers to 
maintain—namely, the standard as to whether the school terms are 
peaceful or warlike—we can present you with an almost unequalled 
year's record. With very few exceptions the schools have been pleasant 
and enjoyable. 
There has been a commendable increase of expenditure in the pur-
chase of necessary school furniture and apparatus. In many districts 
globes, dictionaries, maps and blackboards have been purchased, and in 
two districts valuable physiological charts have been provided. These 
added helps will far more than pay for themselves in the saving of time, 
which will be effected by their aid in illustration. 
( i 6 ) 
The text-books used in geography have .been replaced by a new® 
revised series, which will insure that in this branch of study no time will 
be wasted in learning things that are not now as they were when the 
books were made. This in geography is an important point, as the study 
treats of conditions which are constantly changing with the lapse of 
time. This change of books has been effected without cost, old books 
being received in exchange for the new. The Harper copy-books have 
replaced the Spencerian. Both systems of penmanship seem to us 
equally good, but in adopting the Harper we place our town in uniform-
ity with the majority of towns in the County. 
A speller has been adopted to replace those lately in use, which 
were not uniform — some districts have used one kind, some anothet, 
and a few none at all. The best educators in the country favor the 
systematic study of a well arranged spelling-book, and the one we have 
adopted (Lippincott's) was prepared especially to accompany the read-
ers which are used in town, and has many points of superiority over any 
we have examined. 
Examination of classes in every school in town convinced us of the 
absolute necessity of more mental drill in the study of arithmetic. Pupils 
of fine ability, who had done faithfully the work covered by their text-
book in arithmetic could not solve practical examples outside the book, 
being unable to reason, from the conditions of the question, what meth-
ods should be used in the solution. 
The mechanical way in which their work had been done has been so 
well described by Warren Colburn, A. M., to whom the country owes 
much in respect to the development of mathematical powers, that we 
will quote his words, the truth of which will be recognized by all who 
have ever studied written arithmetic without analysis—the "art of com-
putation" without any "science of numbers." 
"The pupil learns a rule, which, to the man that made it, was a general 
principle ; but with respect to him, and oftentimes to the instructor himself, 
it is so far from it, that it hardly deserves to be called even a mechanical 
principle. He performs the examples, and makes the answers agree with 
those in the book, and so presumes they are right. He is soon able to do 
this with considerable facility, and is then supposed to be master of the rule. 
He is next to apply his rule to practical examples; but if he did not find the 
examples under the rule, he would never so much as mistrust they belonged to 
it. But finding them there, he applies his rule to them, and obtains the 
answers, which are in the book, and this satisfies him that they are right. In 
this manner he proceeds from rule to rule through the book. His knowledge 
ot the principles of his rules is so imperfect, that he woul# never discover'% 
( 1 7 ) 
which of them the example belongs, if he did not trace it, by some analogy, 
to the examples which he had found under it. 
"These (observations do not apply equally to all; for some will find the 
right course themselves, whatever obstacles be thrown in their way. But they 
apply to the greater part; and it is probable that there are very few who have 
not experienced more or less inconvenience from this mode of proceeding. 
And it is not too bold an assertion to say, that no man ever actually learned 
mathematics in any other method than by analytic induction." 
Some teachers require analysis and rational explanations of problems, 
whether mental arithmetic is studied or not. Other teachers do not, 
and in our system of frequent change of instructors the pupils some-
times rebel against the delay in their " ciphering" which is caused by 
stating principles and reasons, when previous teachers have required 
from them only the answer, and a statement of the rule. 
Convinced that the only knowledge of arithmetic which will remain 
with pupils after the text-books are laid aside, is the ability to reason 
for themselves from the conditions of a question what its answer must 
be, we desire that every pupil taking arithmetic in the town should make 
systematic study of mental arithmetic also. 
We append with the usual statistics a report from the Principal of 
the High School, on the work done in the village schools. 
In the rural schools the course of study was last year completed by 
a class of thirteen, as follows: Fred Ballard, Ellery Bangs, Addison 
Gilman, Frank Weathern, Harry Weathern,. George Dudley, Misses 
Jennie Weathern, Annie Voter, Belle Locke, Alice Morrison, Florence 
Holley, Evie Knowlton, and Nellie Gordon. More than half of these 
have pursued an advanced course either in their own district or in higher 
schools, and will take a diploma at the next graduation, evening of 
March 3d, 1888. At that time also a class will graduate from the four 
years' course of study. 
At the first public graduation in Music Hall, a paper was prepared 
and read by Mrs. Ames of the School Committee, explaining the sys-
tem, but as so many were absent who have since become interested in 
the matter, it is thought best to present parts of it here : 
"Within the past ten years an attempt has been made in some parts of 
our country to apply to the ungraded schools the same plan which has for 
centuries been used in colleges and academies, and for many years in graded 
viiage and city schools. The essential features of the system are : 
"First—a course of study marked out by those who know how much can 
be accomplished in a given time by average pupils. Second,—test examina-
tions over the work when completed. Third,—the granting of diplomas to 
those who have done the work laid out. 
( 1 8 ) 
"The advantages claimed are:- First,—that it stimulates ambition—a 
definite end, a fixed purpose is essential to good work of any kind. Many a 
child goes to school for years without any clear idea of what he is expected to 
do in that school, or when he shall have satisfactorily done it. Perhaps in 
his mystification he takes for his pattern some admired schoolmate, fie says 
to himself, ' Now, if I can only do as well as that boy, it will be all right Every 
one praises him.' But every one else says of that admired schoolmate, 'Oh! 
he is smart; learning comes naturally to him,' and then the other boy feels 
that it is no use for him to try unless he is assured that it also comes naturally 
to him. Perhaps he tries to do his best, and is discouraged by the to that 
even then he does not equal his brilliant friend. 
"Having set himself a standard and failed to attain thereto, he concludes 
that good scholarship is not a ' natural gift' to him. Thenceforth he learns 
only what he must, and shirks all he can. Let such pupils be shown a course 
of study, laid out in black and white, and told that it is a copy of one pre-
pared by the wisest educators in the world, and that those, wise men say that 
boys and girls, who in the common-school years shall do well the work of that 
course, have done all that ought to be expected, and the result would be 
different. Nine out of ten would at once resolve, ' I can do it, and I will!' 
"The second advantage claimed, is that it promotes .thoroughness. 
When pupils feel that their lessons must be learned, not only for the day, 
but to stand the test of thorough reviews, much better work is done. 
"Third.—it offers a just reward for the faithful efforts of earnest schol-
ars—a diploma which shows just what he has done. Heretofore the words 
'He has a common school education' had various meanings. Near one's 
home they mean just what they are worth. In every school district one cat 
hear who are the good scholars — those who faithfully perform all school 
duties, but away from home it is different. To the ears of strangers that 
sentence recommends alike the faithful, and those who though attending 
school the same amount of time, with every term ' began at fractions and .left 
off at decimals.' For this reason then, the graduating system is in accord-
ance with the principle so dear to all American hearts, ' Honor to whom 
honor is due.'" 
So much of the work of the course having been done by members 
of these first classes before the adoption of the system, it is obvious that 
there must be a greater diversity of attainment among them than will 
ever be likely to occur in classes who have worked for, a longer time with 
the same object in view. Some have done more work than the course 
requires, but for all we claim that their diplomas represent foundation 
knowledge, which with the superstructure, added years of observation 
and experience will build upon it, shall give them the outlook upon the 
world of intelligent citizens—alumni of the people's university, the com-
mon schools. These diplomas also entitle them to admission, without 
further examination, to the High School, where they can fit for college, 
if inclination and circumstances permit. 
Many pupils in town are working now, with an ambition to graduate 
in future, who assure us that they can advance much faster than when 
in the old desultory way, for when interested, one is rarely tired. 
( 1 9 ) 
We are told that Commissioners from France who examined the U. 
S. school work as Represented at the Centennial Exposition at Philadel-
phia, reported the work of the ungraded schools in " a tentative state, 
not to say a state of chaos." We hope this new system of definite plan 
and distinctly understood purpose, is one means of raising our schools 
from their state of "attempting" to actual accomplishment of better 
work. 
The destruction by fire of the school-house in No. 22,—the urgent 
need in Nos. 5, 7 and 9 of better school-houses, and the fact shown by 
the statistics that some districts in town are manifestly too small to be 
continued a separate existence, give rise to vexing questions which we 
believe can only be satisfactorily settled by the adoption of the town 
system. 
To no questions do wise citizens give such careful, unselfish, un-
prejudiced consideration, as to those pertaining to school affairs. One 
of Maine's prominent educators has given so vivid a picture of the im-
portance of the interests involved in such questions, that we will copy 
here his words: 
"The school-rooms of the country! Through the doors come crowds of 
children; nine million of children! And if, as Dr. Franklin says, humanity 
is composed of different kinds of paper, then surely these children are the 
finest and whitest. They pause before their teachers and the pure white sur-
face is stained with a thousand impressions of lessons, precept and example; 
impressions which no earthly power can remove. They pass along, beyond 
the teacher's control; each one now becomes a distinct member of the com-
munity, each having his own distinct individuality. Each goes on his way 
over the earth and wherever he goes the teachings of the old school-house, 
whether of lessons studied, or careless example of teacher, go along with him, 
a blessing or a curse. It passes from him to his friends and his neighbors. 
It awaits people yet unborn and will go with them through every day of their 
lives—'to help or to hinder? To bless or to ban?"1 
REPORT O F HIGH S C H O O L PRINCIPAL. 
To the School Committee of Farmington:, 
I herewith submit my first annual report of the Village Schools for the 
year ending February 15th, 1888. 
So far as I have been able to ascertain, I am happy to state a prosperous 
and encouraging condition of the several grades. 
The teachers have been earnest and faithful, and most of the scholars have 
shown a commendable degree of interest in their work. 
( 2 0 ) 
The percentage of school attendance varies very little from that of previous 
years. I think a better understanding by parents and pupils of the necessity 
of punctual attendance in order to secure good school work, would consider-
ably increase this percentage. 
Cases requiring corporal punishment have been few,-^ apparently there has 
been an eager willingness on the part of the pupils to obey the rules and reg-
ulations of the school. 
In the High School the pupils are about equally divided between the Eng-
lish and Classical courses, with many taking the work of both. 
In the teaching of Classics, considerable stress has been laid upon the 
importance of a thorough knowledge of the rules of Syntax as a means of 
efficient progress, and class drill has been mostly upon those points with 
very satisfactory results. 
In the department of Natural Science I have no hesitancy in stating that 
the results of the last term's work have been more thorough and practical than 
the results of any other term's study since the establishment of this school. 
At the commencement of last Fall Term, about $20 were judiciously 
expended for chemical and physical apparatus. A better investment for the 
school has not been made for several years. By means of this meagre sum 
the class has been able to perform laboratory work throughout the half year 
just finished. Most of the experiments laid down in the text-book have 
been carefully performed by the class, and the changes and reactions carefully 
written down by them in a. note-book, thereby giving them by practical ex-
perience a knowledge of a science that otherwise would be a dry and uninter-
esting jumble of laws and reactions. If an equal sum of money should be an-
nually expended in this cause, the school in a few years would be equipped 
with sufficient apparatus to make the study of the sciences interesting as well 
as practical to the pupils. Parents cannot too soon recognize the importance 
of apparatus in the education of their children. 
Since the establishment of this High School its library has been a matter 
of small growth. At present it consists mostly of books of reference, and 
few of those. If the public would take sufficient interest in the school to 
donate to it such books as they possess and do not need, I doubt not that in 
a short time there would be sufficient reading matter at the disposal of the 
school to make the studies much more interesting, besides giving the pupils 
an opportunity of early forming habits of reading good literature. 
Since I have been connected with the school I have ascertained by actual 
experience that the studies of the High School are too many to be successfully 
taught by one teacher. There is need of another instructor in that room, but 
I am told that the district is hardly able to meet this extra expense. I under-
stand that other village schools have been similarly situated, and that they 
have obviated this difficulty by making their High School a Free High School 
for the whole town. Such a change I think ought to be made with the High 
School. 
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The expense necessary to pay the running expenses of the school with an 
assistant teacher would not be felt by the town, while the inestimable privilege 
of allowing the adjoining districts to send their scholars here to continue their 
education without the burdensome cost of tuition, would be an opportunity 
which, in my judgment, the town could not wisely refuse to accept. 
In proposing this change in the High School, I am influenced wholly by 
the desire to meet the wants of the many pupils of this town and to better 
the educational privileges of our schools. 
In closing I wish to thank the school officers for their many favors and 
kind support during the time I have been connected with the school. 
Respectfully submitted, 
E. W. WHITCOMB. 
A Pour Year's Course of Study for the Common School. 
Pupils can begin this course who are familiar with the four fundamental 
rules of Arithmetic and able to read in the Fourth Reader. 
FIRST YEAR.—Fourth Reader, Spelling, oral and written, Arithmetic to 
Weights and Measures, Elementary Geography completed, Language Lessons, 
using questions in the Reader, supplemented by questions by the teacher, 
Writing, Drawing, Mental Arithmetic. 
SECOND YEAR.—Reading, Fourth Reader and Child's Book of Nature, 
Spelling, oral and written, Writing, Drawing, Arithmetic to Percentage, 
Geography to South America, Language Lessons, Grammar, Mental Arith-
metic. 
THIRD YEAR.—Reading, Child's Book of Nature and Fifth Reader, Spell-
ing, oral and written, Writing, Drawing, Arithmetic to Involution, Geography 
completed, History of the United States through Revolutionary War, Gram-
mar, Mental Arithmetic. 
FOURTH YEAR.—Reading, Fifth Reader, Spelling, oral and written, Book-
keeping, Arithmetic completed, U. S. History completed, Analysis, Physi-
ology, Constitution of Maine, Mental Arithmetic, Examination covering the 
course by Superintending School Committee, Graduation. 
ADVANCED COURSE.—Miscellaneous Reading, English Composition, Physi-
cal Geography, Elementary Algebra, Botany, Natural Philosophy, Civil Gov-
ernment, Elementary Geometry, Examination covering the course, Gradua-
tion. 
Farmington High School.—• Course of Study. 
C L A S S I C A L . 
FIRST YEAR.—Fall Term: Algebra, Book-keeping, American Literature, 
Latin Lessons. Spring: Algebra, Physiology, English Composition, Botany, 
Latin Lessons. 
SECOND YEAR.—Fall Term: Algebra, Arithmetic, Geometry, Physics, 
Caesar. Spring: Geometry, Physics, Caesar, Sallust, Greek, French or Eng-
lish Literature. 
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THIRD YEAR.—Fall Term: Chemistry, Cicero, Greek, French or Geofcig, 
Physical Geography. Spring: Cicero, Greek, Astronomy or Zoology, CM 
Government. 
FOURTH YEAR.—Fall Term: Virgil, Anabasis, General History. Spring; 
Virgil and Latin Prose, Homer, General History. 
ENGLISH. 
FIRST YEAR.—Fall Term: Algebra, Book-keeping, American Literature, 
Physical Geography. Spring: Algebra, Physiology, English Composition, 
Botany, General History. 
SECOND YEAR.—Fall Term: Algebra, Arithmetic, Geometry, Physics, 
General History. Spring: Geometry, Physics, General History, English 
Literature. 
THIRD YEAR.—Fall Term: Chemistry, English Literature, Geology, 
Spring: English Literature, English Composition, Astronomy or Zoology, 
Civil Government. 
Farmington Grammar School.— Course of Study. 
FIRST YEAR.—Grammar, Swinton's Language Lessons, Arithmetic from 
page 136 to 183, Geography to South America, Primer of Physiology, 
Writing, Drawing, Reading, Complete Child's Books, of Nature. 
SECOND YEAR.—Grammar, Language Lessons completed, Arithmetic from 
page 183 to 242, Geography completed, U. S. History commenced, Writing, 
Drawing, Reading. 
THIRD YEAR.—Analysis, English Composition, Arithmetic, finish book 
and review, U. S. History, finish and review, Botany, Writing, Drawing, 
Reading. 
Farmington Intermediate School.— Course of Study. 
FIRST YEAR.—Reading, Third Reader and Fourth Reader, Arithmetic, 
Primary Arithmetic completed and Complete Arithmetic to page 57, Geogra-
phy as a reading lesson, Writing, Drawing, Language, oral lessons with 
written lessons, Music, exercises in vocal music daily, Spelling in every reci-
tation. 
SECOND YEAR.—Reading, Fourth Reader, Arithmetic, from page 57 to 93, 
Geography, through United States, Writing, Drawing, Music, Spelling, con-
tinue first year's work, Drawing, continue first year's work. 
THIRD YEAR.—Reading, Book of Nature, first half, Arithmetic, from page 
93 to 137, Geography, completed, Language Lessons continued, Drawing, 
Music, Spelling. 
SCHOOL STATISTICS. 
The following outline of the year's work, so far as returns have been 
received, is presented : 
No. 1.—FALLS DISTRICT. Agent, Geo. H. Morrill. No. of scholars, 43' 
bpnng term of 8 weeks, taught by Carrie E. Graves of Vienna; wages, $4-5° J 
Doara, 92.25 ; average attendance, 24. Winter term of 10 freeks, taught by 
tne same teacher; wages, $6.00 ; board, $2.25 ; average attendance,. 34. 
( 23 ) 
No. 2.—GOWER DISTRICT. Agent, Wm. H.Pearson. No. of scholars, 
ii . Spring term of 8 weeks, taught by Miss Sarah M. Baker; wages, $4.00; 
board, $1.95; average attendance, 9. Winter term of 14 weeks, taught by 
Miss Sadie J. Lothrop of Chesterville; wages, $2.25 ; board, JSi .95 ; average 
attendance, 9. 
No. 3.—NORTON DISTRICT. Agent, Christopher G. Kinney. No. of 
scholars, 90. Spring term of 10 weeks, taught by Miss Mattie Belle Oakes of 
Temple; wages, $5.00; board, $2.25 ; average attendance, 33. Fall term of 
10 weeks, taught by the same teacher; wages, $5.00; board, $2.25; average 
attendance, 27. Winter term now in session taught by Wm. D. Baker with 
Miss Lena Kinney as primary teacher. 
No. 4.—VILLAGE DISTRICT. Agent, Rev. E. Geary. No. of scholars, 
356. Board of Instruction: Mr. John A. Russell, Principal Spring term, 
Mr. Enoch W. Whitcomb since; Grammar School, Miss Rose B. Collins, 
Spring term, Miss Mary V. Jacobs, Summer term, Miss Ella J. Mann began 
the fall term but was obliged to resign on account of sickness,' and Miss 
Jacobs has continued in the school since; Intermediate, Miss Annie M. Stev-
ens, spring and summer terms, Miss Carrie M. Douglass of Gardiner since; 
Primary, Miss Rose M. Tarbox, spring and summer, Miss Carrie A. Chase of 
Lisbon since. At the beginning of the fall term another grade was added 
to the Primary Department which has been under the charge of Miss Blanche 
M. Harrington of Bath. Length of school for which registers have been re-
turned 31 weeks; wages, highest for Principal, $100 per month; lady teachers, 
17-00 and $8.00 per week. The average attendance in the different schools 
for the year is as follows: High, 20; Grammar, 33 ; Intermediate, 39; Primary 
until division, 49:5 ; after division, av. in upper Primary, 3*1 ; lower Primary, 
33-
No. 5.—FAIRBANKS DISTRICT. Agent, Wm. F. Gordon. No. of scholars, 
55. Spring term of 8 weeks, taught by Miss Ella J. Mann; wages, $5.00; 
board, $1.75; average attendance, 25, Fall term of eight weeks, taught by 
Miss Carrie M. Tolman of New Sharon; wages,$5.00; board,$1.50; average 
attendance, 26. Winter term of 10 weeks, taught by John J. Hunt of Wil-
ton; wages, $55 per month including board; average attendance, 25. 
No. 7.—SPRAGUE DISTRICT. Agent, R. Hanly Smith. No. of scholars, 
21. Spring term of 6 weeks, taught by Miss Alice Morrison ; wages, $3.00; 
average attendance, 11. Winter term of 10 weeks taught by the same teach-
er; wages, $4.00; board, $1.99; average attendance, 14. 
No. 8.—CURRIER DISTRICT. Agent, Daniel P. Hobart. No. of scholars, 
16. Spring term of 6 weeks, taught by Miss Nina E. Kinney; wages, $2.00; 
board, $1.50; average attendance, 6. Winter term of 12 weeks, taught by 
Arthur L. Sampson; wages, $20 per month including board; average attend-
ance, 8. , 
No. 9.—WEST FARMINGTON DISTRICT. Agent, A. F. Gammon. No. of 
scholars, 92. Spring term of 10 weeks, taught by Eliza T. Sewall with Miss 
Nellie Farmer as teacher of the Primary Department; wages, $5.00; board, 
$2.00; wages of Primary teacher including board, $2.50; average attendance, 
48. Fall term of 10 weeks, taught by the same teacher; wages, $7.00; board, 
$2.00; wages of Primary teacher including board, $2.50; average attendance, 
36. Winter term now in session taught by the same teachers. 
No. 10.—SEWALL DISTRICT. Agent, Mrs. Eliza T. Sewall. No. of 
scholars, 24. Spring term of 8 weeks, taught by Miss Sadie M. Tuck; wages 
(24 ) 
including board, $4.00 per week; average attendance, 10. Winter term now 
in session taught by Miss Nettie M. Sewall of Chesterville. 
No. 11.—GREENWOOD DISTRICT. Agent, Sumner W. Thompson. No. 
of scholars, 17. Spring term taught by Miss Hortense Smith. No register 
returned. Fall term of 8 weeks, taught by Miss Ella G. Butterfield of Chester-
ville ; wages, $3.50; board, $1.50; average attendance, 10. Winter term of 
9 weeks taught by the same teacher; wages, $3.50; board, $2.00; average 
attendance, 8. 
No. 12.—KNOWLTON'S CORNER DISTRICT. Agent, T. Warren Gordon. 
No. of scholars, 20. Spring term of eight weeks, taught by Miss Nettie M. 
Sewall of Chesterville ; wages, $3.25 ; average attendance, 9. Winter term of 
10 weeks, taught by J. B. Ranger of Wilton; wages, $20 per month; board, 
$1.95 ; average attendance, 10. 
No. 14.—BRIGGS DISTRICT. Agent, Robert McCIeery. No. of scholars, 
26. Spring term of 8 weeks, taught by Jennie S. Blanchard of Wilton; wages, 
$3.00; board, $1.40; average attendance, 12. Fall term of 5 weeks, taught 
by Albert E. Jennings; wages, $25 per month ; board, $1.92; average attend-
ance, 21. Winter term of 6 weeks, taught by Warren M. Dutton; wages, 
$20 per month ; average attendance, 21. 
No. 15.—RUSSELL'S MILLS DISTRICT. Agent, Edward P. Davis. No. 
of scholars, 26. Fall term of 14 weeks, taught by Love M. Ames; wages, 
$9.00; average attendance, 17. 
No. 16.—PORTER HILL DISTRICT. Agent, Reuben Jones. No. of schol-
ars, 6. Fall term of 6 weeks, taught by Miss Sadie A. Stanley; wages, 
JS2.00; board, $1.00; average attendance, 2. 
No. 17.—BAILEY DISTRICT. Agent, S. G. Woodcock. No. of scholars, 
13. Fall term of 7 weeks, taught by Alice E. B. Dobbins; wages,$3.00; 
board, $1.75 ; average attendance, 7. Winter term of ten weeks, taught by 
Miss Mattie Y. Adams ; wages, $4.00; board, $2.25 ; average attendance, 3. 
No. 18.—TITCOMB DISTRICT. Agent, Henry A. Titcomb. No. of 
scholars, 18. Spring term of 8 weeks, taught by Miss Lillian M. Davies; 
wages, $3.00; board, $1.75; average attendance, 8. Winter term of 11 
weeks, taught by Miss Mary S. Little of Lewiston; wages, $4.00; board, 
$1.75 ; average attendance, 6. 
No. 19.—MOSHER DISTRICT. Agent, Eugene E. Luce. No. of scholars, 
17. Spring term of 8 weeks, taught by Alice E. B. Dobbins; wages, $3.00; 
board, $1.25; average attendance, 8. Fall term of 6 weeks, taught by Miss 
Eva A. Hatch; wages, $4.50; board, $1.25 ; average attendance, 9. Winter 
term of 6 weeks, taught by Miss Minnie E. Luce of Freeman; wages, $4.00; 
board, $1.25 ; average attendance, 9. 
No. 20.—HOLLEY DISTRICT. Agent, Wm. Hiscock. No. of scholars, 
19. Spring term of 8 weeks, taught by Miss Mattie Y. Adams; wages, $2.25; 
board, $1.50; average attendance, 4. Winter term of 11 weeks, taught by 
Fred S. Merrow; wages, $16 per month; board, $1.75; average attendance, 
No. 21.—SPAULDING DISTRICT. Agent, J. Belcher Holley. No. of 
scholars, 13. Spring term of 8 weeks, taught by Mrs. M. S. Preston; wages, 
VT'M-' C V ' $ I - S ° ; a v e r a S e attendance, 8. Fall term of 13 weeks, taught 
Dy Miss Sadie L. Currier; wages, $2.50; board, $1.50; average attendance, 
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No. 22.—WALTON'S MILLS DISTRICT. Agent, Waldron A. Marble. No. 
of scholars, 39. Spring term of 9 weeks, taught by Miss Carrie A. Whittier 
of Chesterville; wages, $3.50; board, $1.25; average attendance, 20. Win-
ter term of 11 weeks, taught by Alice E. B. Dobbins; wages, $5.00; board, 
$1.50; average attendance, 16. 
Not 23.—Union with Chesterville. Agent, Edwin W. Parsons. No. of 
scholars, 19. 
No. 2,5.—Union with Wilton. Agent, Henry D. Weeks. No. of scholars, 
12. 
No. 26.—SMITH DISTRICT. Agent, Dennis. H. Smith. No. of scholars, 2. 
No. 28.—Union with Industry. Agent, Llewellyn Norton. No. of 
scholars, 7. 
No. 30.—HILLMAN , DISTRICT. Agent, Augustus L. Barker. No. of 
scholars, 3. Spring term of 8 weeks, taught by Miss Blanche E. Barker; 
wages, $2.25 ; board, $1.50; average attendance, 4. 
No. 31.—Union with New Sharon. Agent, Wm. D. Mcintosh. No. of 
scholars, 5. 
The general financial statistics relative to school funds are embodied in 
the report of the Selectmen. 
Respectfully submitted, 
E. T. SEWALL, ) 5. i>\ Committee 
L. M. N. AMES, S of 
EVERETT B. NORTON, ) Farmington. 
